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READER, 


Ax anonymous piece unex- 
pectedly fell into my hands, entitled “ the 
Britain's Remembrancer,“ publiſhed in the 
year 1743, the reading of which ſo corre- 
ſponded with various matters which my 
mind had long been deeply exerciſed with, 
that I believed it right for me to adopt 
many ſentiments therein contained, and 
take them up as the ground-work of this 
little addreſs to my dear countrymen and 
country women, 


Tottenham Highs 
Croſs, 1797. 
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' CAUTION any WARNING, &c. 


| T is written that, when the judgments of the 
Lord are in the earth, the inhabitants thereof, 

will learn righteouſneſs ; and therefore, at ſuch 

a time as the preſent, when the clouds over this 

land ſeem big with tempeſt, an affefAionate attempt 

to awaken its inhabitants to a ſerious conſider- 

| ation of their ways, can hardly be deemed unſea- 

ſonable or impertinent. 

A late author obſerves, that if we believe there 
is a God in heaven, who by his Providence con- 
trouls the affairs of nations, ſuffering one to grow 
and flouriſh, and another to be humbled to the 
duſt, we may be convinced that the changes, which 
take place on the earth, happen not by chance; 
but are permitted by him, for the puniſhment of 
guilt and the improvement of mankind. 
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Of this great truth, many are the inſtances 
handed down to us both in ſacred and profane 
hiſtory; and particularly in the account we have 
of that favoured people, Iſrac}, who, not keeping 
to thoſe laws and ſtatutes, which were preſcribed 
to them for their own preſervation, and the fur- 
therance of the deſigns of the Almighty in the 
world; but forgetting him, incurred his diſplea- 
ſure, and were viſited from time to time with ſore 
and heavy judgments, 

Can we, as a nation, ſay, we have not had plain 
intimations of the diſpleaſure of the Almighty, 
whoſe eye 1s over all our ways, and from whom 
our iniquity is not hid? 

Have we not lately been threatened with a ge- 
neral dearth of corn, and with invaſions from 
foreign enemies? And are not theſe ſuffici- 
ent to convince every attentive obſerver, that 
our temporal poſſeſſions and enjoyments depend 
vpon Divine favour; and what, if we do not take 
warning and amend our ways, we may reaſonably 
expect; as well as that He, who is flow to anger, 
delights not to deal with us according to our 
geſerts ! | 

Doth it not then behove us to reflect, with 
humble gratitude, on the great mercy and for- 
bearance of the Almighty ; who, inſtead of bring- 
ing upon us the puniſhment due to our wicked- 


neſs, hath thus only ſhaken the rod; and when 


a2, 

we have ſo often apparently been at the very gates 
of deſtruftion, ſaved us from the apprehended 
evils, by means wholly out of human power? 
Ought we not to regard, with filial fear, the arm 
which 1s thus conſpicuouſly diſplayed, and ponder 
the le ſſon it holds forth to us in ſuch ſingular in- 
terpoſitions? For if we ſlight his warnings, and 
in the continual provoking language of our con- 
duct ſay, we will not heed his reproofs, his wiſ- 
dom may ſee meet to bring our dangers and our 
fears upon us with redoubled force; but not as 
formerly to deliver us from them. 

Alas! my countrymen, what will it avail for us 
to be fo very anxious for an exemption from 
outward troubles, and the ceſſation of war, if we 
are not individually concerned to refrain from 
thoſe evils from which they proceed? How do 
irreligion, injuſtice, perjury, blaſphemy, idleneſs, 


faction, gluttony, drunkenneſs, adultery, lewd- 


neſs, gaming, robbery, breaches of matrimonial 
vows, and ſuicide, with other evils, abound in 
this highly-favoured land! —Evils which, uni- 
verſal hiſtory informs us, have rent the greateſt 
empires to pieces; and the conſequences of which, 
when their meaſures were full, neither their wealth, 
nor their greateſt naval or other military en 
was ſufficient to avert. 

War itſelf is certainly one of the ſevereſt ſcour- 
ges with which the Almighty ſuffers the wicked 
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nations of the earth to be afflicted. How does it 
multiply the number of the widows and fatherleſs! 
But even though the ſword ſhould be returned 
into its ſheath, and the peace we are ſo ſolicitous 
for ſhould be permitted to take place; if the end of 
our being ſo tried ſhould not be anſwered; if we 
ſtill continue to harden our hearts as Pharaoh did, 
and ſtill purſue our wicked ways; the plagues 
conſequent on Divine diſpleaſure, may follow us 
in awful ſucceſſion! Let us therefore not be 
unmindful that, though the ſword may not hum- 
ble us, famine and peſtilence may ſucceed! Let 
us ſolemnly pauſe in time, leſt thoſe terrible meſ- 
lengers, which can enter every ſtrong hold, and 
ſearch all our hiding places, ſhould be ſent among 
us! 

We are not to ſuppoſe that He, who judgeth 
righteouſly, will, through a partiality to us, depart 
from his uſual manner of dealing with ſinful 
nations; but that, if we continue to flight his 
mercy, and inſult his majeſty, he will fend ſtill 
more and more grievous afflictions upon us, 

O ye great men, ye rich men, ye merchants 
and traders! are ye not favoured in your moments 
of retirement, ſometimes to fee that theſe appre- 

henſions are not unfounded ; and that a depend- 
ance for happineſs, on the periſhing things of this 
world, is vain? Are ye not at ſuch times con- 
vinced of their ſhort duration; and the unſpeak- 
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( 9) 
able importance of ſeeking an acquaintance with 
ſomething more worthy of your affettions and 
reliance? Let this, then, even an intereſt in the 
loving kindneſs of God, be the primary object of 
your purſuit: and as ye have been of late ſo dili- 
gently engaged in endeavours for the ſupport of 
the public credit, be now concerned, at leaſt in 
an equal degree, for the ſupport and promotion 
of public virtue. Ye have entered into allocia- 
tions for the defence of your lives and liberty 
againſt foreign invaders, why ſhould you not 
feel an equal ſolicitude to withſtand the more 
dangerous invaſion of that ſpirit of impiety, which, 
by incurring the Divine diſpleaſure, may betray 
us into their hands? - Why not unite in cheriſh. 
ing in yourſelves and others, thoſe diſpoſitions to 
piety, ſobriety, induſtry, and trugality, which ſo 
much conduce to national, as well as private, hap- 
pineſs and comfort, in a reliance on Him, with- 
out whole permiſſion not ſo much as one hair of 
our heads can fall to the ground?. But if this be 
lighted; it once the {ins of an individual or a 
nation have brought upon them the hour of their 
deſtruction, and the mealure oi their iniquity be 
full, neither their commerce nor riches, their ar- 
mies nor fleets, and much leſs their paraſites, and 
the tools and panders of their luxury and pleas 
ſure, will be able to protect and ſhelter them 


from it, 
Ag 
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With regard to luxury, if we take a view of the 
manner of life in which moſt of the inhabitants 


of the land indulge themſelves, and particularly 


the trading part of this great and flouriſhing me- 
tropolis; ſuch ſcenes of diſſipation, extravagance, 
and wantonneſs appear, as are not leſs repugnant 
to the public welfare, than to the dignity of the 
Chriſtian name, of which we make ſo high a pro- 
feſſion. How are the ſober manners of our fore. 
fathers departed from! They uſed to riſe from 
their beds according to the order of nature; but, 
inſtead of this, how many now find it hard to 
leave them by noon! and if their dinners and wine 
be done with by ſix or eight in the evening, the 
remainder of their precious time is waſted away at 
play-houſes, muſic-gardens, gaming-houſes, or 
other injurious places of public reſort : whereby 
they are diverted from the praiſeworthy care and 
peaceful enjoyment of their families at home; 
and unfitted both for uſeful exertions in the ſer- 
vice of the community, and for the worſhip of 
that Being, from whom all our benefits are de- 
rived; and who at his pleaſure can bleſs or blaſt 
all our purpoſes and engagements in life, 

While the regular order of nature is thus in- 


verted, and the temporal gifts of Divine Provi- 


dence abuſed, how can it otherwiſe be, but that 
our heedleſs youth ſhould ſucceed to the ſtage of 
action, with ſo little ſenſe or underſtanding of 
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moral and religious obligations, as they too gene- 
rally have! Led away by the faſcinating exam- 
ples of thoſe in the ſuperior claſſes of life, even 
many apprentices and ſervants are ſo corrupt in 
their principles and habits, that the affairs of fa- 
milies entruſted to them are negletted, while the 
heads of them are abroad, (often in different ways), 
engaged in the eager purſuit of pleaſure. Who 
can wonder, while this is the caſe, when they 
hear of extravagant ſervants, who have never had 
any pains taken to inſti] into them the principles 
of religion and virtue, and who have the' ſame 
natural appetites and propenſities as their maſters 
and miſtreſſes, laying hold of ſuch opportunities 
to plunder their employers! If people will not 
take care of their own concerns, how can they 
realonably expett others, and eſpecially ſuch un- 
principled agents, to do it for them! 

Scenes of gaiety and pleaſure naturally diſin- 
cline the mind to the ſober duties of life; and 
therefore, in proportion as an inclination for 
pleaſure is indulged, the necellary occaſions ofa . 
family are attended to as a drudgery, and home 
itſelt becomes irkſome. 

But theſe are only a part of the pernicious 
effects of idleneſs and extravagance among traders. 
Many, hurried on by their neceſſities, to ſupport 
their faltering credit, have had recourſe to the 
gaming table, which has in general only ſunk 

A 6 


( 12 ) 

them faſter and deeper into a ſtate of deſperation; 
and ſome, as the laſt reſource, have ventured on 
forgery or the highway; and if they have eſcaped 
the hand of public juſtice, have ended their 
miſerable lives by ſuicide, 

One inflance of a general profligacy of man- 
ners, and which is not confined to the higher 
Tanks of the people, is that of ſpending the day, 
which by general conſent is ſet apart for retiring 
from the ordinary buſinefs of the world, and pib- 
licly meeting together in acknowledgment of 
our dependance on the Almighty, in idleneſs, 
vain ſports, revelling, and drunkenneſs. 

To have an idea of this epidemic vice, we need 
but caſt our eyes around us on that day, and nu- 
merous objects preſent themſelves to our view on 
every hand. In many of the ſtreets of this great 
metropohs, and throughout its ſuburbs, if the 
weather 1s fair, we may ſee the roads, the public. 
houles, tea-gardens, &c, thronged with people of 
both ſexes, ſpending their time, and the hard. 
earned produtt ot their weekly labour, in diſſipa- 
tion, and often in the extremes of wantonneſs 
and uproar. ; 

Into what a ſtate of ſpiritual lethargy the nation 
is ſunk, we may judge from the miniature picture 
of the whole, which the public newſpapers exhi- 
bit—there we find proclamations of days ſet apart 
for humiliation, faſting, and prayer; advertiſe- 
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ments of plays, maſquerades, operas, concerts, 
feaſts, horſe-races, boxmg-matches; apprehen- 
ſions of a threatened invaſion, and ludicrous anec- 
dotes, with details of bloody engagements, in 
which thouſands and thouſands of our fellow- 
citizens and fellow-men have been precipitated 
into an awful eternity—all in the ſame page! 

Oh what a hydra is this evil of war! What 
numbers does it enſnare and draw away from pa- 
rents, wives, and children, and all the beneficial 
purpoſes of life, to be cut down as graſs before 
the ſcythe of the mower, ignorant and uncon- 
cerned about the true end for which life was 
given them! | 

But when will the rulers of the kingdoms of this 
world lay theſe things to heart ? When, with an 
earneſtneis equal to that with which they engage 
in war with each other, will they be concerned to 
deviſe means for accommodating their differences 
and diſputes with each other, which may render 
this wanton waſte of human lives unneceffary; 
and no longer multiply the cries of the orphan 
and the tears of the widow, by ſacriſicing ſo man 
of thoſe, whom Providence has placed under them, 
to their cruel ambition? 

Another evil, which I am not ealy to omit a 
further mention of, is that of theatrical entertain. 
ments. Were a ſerious flranger to view the 
maguzficent decorations of the ſtage, the dreſſes 
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of the actors, the finery of the audience, and 
their ind lent, wanton attitudes, diſſolved as it 
were 1n pleaſure and gaiety, he would be almoſt 
ready to conclude, they conſidered themſelves as 
beings placed here on earth for no other end than 
to indulge themſelves in the moſt exquiſite grati- 
fications their ſenſes are capable of; and that all 
their ideas of felicity were confined to the preſent 
ſhort period of exiſtence, 

Cunixgr Jusricx HALE fays, © beware of too 
much recreation. Some bodily exerciſe is ne- 
ceſſary, for ſedentary men eſpecially; but let it 
not be too frequent, nor too long. Gaming ta- 
verns, and plays, as they are pernicious, and cor- 
rupt youth, ſo, if they had no other fault, they 
are juſtly to be declined, in reſpett of their ex- 
ceſſive expence of time, and habituating men to 
idleneſs and vain thoughts, and diſturbing paſſions 
and ſymptoms, when they are paſt, as well as 
while they are uſed,” 

CLARKE, in his Eſſay on Study, ibis © of 
plays and romances, ſays,—** By what I have ſeen 
of them, they are generally very indiſcreetly and 
fooliſhly written, in a way proper to recommend 
vanity and wickedneſs, rather than diſcredit them; 
they have a ſtrong tendency to corrupt and de- 
bauch the mind with lilly, miſchievous notions of 


love and honour, and other things W to the 


conduct of life.“ 
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Alſo ARCHB1SHOP TILLOTSON, on the ſub- 
je of plays, ſays, —* They ate intolerable, and 
not fit to be permitted in a civilized, much leſs a 
Chriſtian, nation. They do moſt notoriouſly mi- 
niſter to vice and infidelity. By their profane. 
nels, they are apt to inſti] bad principles into the 
minds of men, and to leſſen that awe and reve- 
rence which all men ought to have of God and 
religion; and by their lewdneſs they teach vice, 
and are apt to infect the minds of men, and diſ,, 
poſe them to lewd and diſſolute practices.“ 

The imperfection of our nature, and our conti- 
nual propenſity to evil, do, however, plainly 
evince, that the preſent ſtage of exiſtence is not 
deſigned for reſt and indulgence, but for probation 
and improvement; and that, by filling up the ſla- 
tions aſſigned us here, in a ſelt-denying conform. 
ity to the Divine will, we may continually aſpire 
after, and be fitted for a future and unmixed ſlate 
of bleſſedneſs. Thoſe, therefore, who, ſorſaking 
the ſphere of duty allotted to them for this great 
end, give their unbridled appetites up to ſenſual 
gratifications, are, as the ſcriptures declare, dead 
whilſt they live: that is, dead to a ſenſe of the 
Divine life, and deſtitute of a taſte for heavenly 

enjoyments. 

Such were the people complained of by the 
prophet formerly: “the harp and the viol, the 
tabret, the pipe, and wine were in their feaſts; 
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( 16 ) 
but they regarded not the work of the Lord, nei- 
ther did they conſider the operation of his hand.“ 

It is impoſlible to conceive, that the Author of 
our being, who created man for the purpoſe of 
his own glory, can behold an unconcerned walte 
of our time, in a manner altogether uſeleſs either 
to ourſelves or our fellow-creatures, with appro- 
bation. And how can fuch, who ſo totally difſ- 
regard the great end of their being, and will not 
enter the race, as candidates for immortality, ever 
expect to obtain the prize? 

Were we properly ſenſible of the importance 
and the uncertainty of time, ſurely we ſhould ſee 
the neceſſity of a conſtant watch over our own 
hearts, in order to our becoming objetts of hea- 
venly mercy, But to live as the generality of the 
profeſſors of the Chriſtian name, prieſts and peo- 
ple, governors and governed, evidently do, what 
is it but like a ſet of criminals in priſon, with 
muſic and wine before them, bidding defiance to 
their judge! 

Some plead for theatrical amuſements, as tend. 
ing to promote and improve morality ; but when 
the lewdnels and profanity, which moſt plays are 
calculated to excite, and the general characters of 
thuſg employg@ in the exhibuion, are rightly con- 
ſidered, it is nut probable that they can really have 
any ſuch tendency; much leſs that they can co— 
operate in the gicat d. lign of Chriltianity, which 
is to wean and detach the mind and affections 
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from tranſtent and fading enjoyments, and fix 
them on heaven and heavenly things. Thoſe, 
therefore, who will follow ſuch deluſions, mult 
ſorrowfully find, in the end, that they have for- 
ſaken their own mercies, and been plunging 
themſelves into a ſtate of alienation from God, 
by deſtroying their capacity for the fruition of 
real and permanent good. 

In ſhort, the general tenor of plays, with the 
immodeſt dances and ſongs uſually introduced 
between the acts, ſhews the theatre to be one of 
the worſt engines of Satan for betraying unwary 
ſouls into immorality and ruin ; and that which is 
called a good play, is but a ſnare to draw in the 
modeſt and innocent to the love of ſuch as are 
more obviouſly injurious. For, even ſuppoſing 
ſome ſerious reflethons to have been excited by the 
leſs exceptionable parts of the entertainment, 
how 1s it poſhble that they can be retained, when 
a ludicrous farce concludes the whole ; as if it 
were purpoſely contrived to eraſe every ſerious 
impreſſion, and leave the mind a prey to the next 
temptation that occurs! Inſtead, therefore, of 
the theatre being a ſchool of morality, there 18 
more reaſon to ſuppoſe it has not untrequently 
proved one of the firſt ſteps to the entire ruin of 
many of our young people. 

Another objection to this ſuppoſed beneficial 
tendency of theatrical entertainments, ariſes from 


1 
the profane and ſhocking manner in which the 
ſacred name often occurs in plays. For this 1 


need only appeal to the painful ſenſation which 


ſuch profanity ſeldom fails to excite, in the minds 


of thoſe who have not been accuſtomed to it, and 
before their ſenſibility has been blunted By a ſup- 
preſſion of their convittions. 

„What (ſaid the Lord by his ob] have I 
to do with the wicked, who take my name in 
their mouths!” And whether we vainly take his 
name in our mouths ourſelves, or countenance 
thoſe who do, by contributing towards their ſup. 
port, we are certainly parties to the guilt incur. 
red, and liable to its puniſhment, 

Yet ſuch connivance is common, and that not 
only in young and inexperienced perſons, but in 
many who would not think it right to ſuffer ſuch 
groſs profanity to paſs in their families, or on 
other occaſions, without reprehenſion. Yea, ſome 
who pretend to have been called to preach the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, and yet are not unfrequent in their 
attendance at ſuch places, can ſo far further pro- 
ſlitute their character, as to fit by and unconcern- 
edly hear the awful] name of the Moſt High made 
a part of the diverſion ! 

Can we wonder then that, with theſe examples 
before them, ſo many of the youth are led into 
ſuch a dangerous expoſure of their innocence! 
If thoſe, on whom, from their infancy, they have 
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been uſed to depend for inſtruction in moral and 
religious duty, throw no diſcouragement to the 
attendance of ſuch amuſements in their way; and 
are themſelves delighted with profanity, ribaldry, 
and wantonneſs, how can it otherwiſe be expect- 
ed, but that their heedleſs followers ſhould at 
leaſt keep pace with them, and ſometimes run {till 
farther from the ſtandard of rectitude! 

It will not, however, be ſufficient for any of 
us (in the awful day of account, towards which 
we are haſtening) to plead in excuſe, for ſpend- 
ing our precious time in this or any other injuri- 
ous way, that it was ſanctioned by the government 
under which we lived, (that is, licentiouſnels li- 
cenſed by acts of parliament) and that, in walking 
in it, we had the heads of the nation and ſome 
of the teachers of the Chriſtian religion for our 
example, 

But O! how my heart fails me, when I think 
that any, who undertake to teach others the pure 
and holy laws of Chriſtianity, ſhou'd lead them 
by their example into ſuch ſcenes of danger and 
diſſipation, as, inſtead of promoting the pretended 
purpoſe of their labours, are more likely to drown 
the ſouls of their followers in perdition! In the 
conſideration of this ſorrowful inconſiſtency, un- 
der deep exerciſe of mind, I have been ready ta 
fear, that 1f there is one vial of wrath more bitter 
than the reſt, it is reſerved for thoſe who, under 
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the diſguiſe of friends to the cauſe of religion, are 


betraying it into the hands of its enemies. 

And what greater inconſiſtency can be imagin- 
ed, than for any, who profeſſedly undertake to 
teach others the way of life and ſalvation, and to 
exact ſolemn vows from them, that they will re- 
nounce the devil and all his works, the pomps and 
and vanities of this wicked world, with all the 
finful luſts of the fleſh; to keep all God's holy 
commandments, and therein to walk all the days 
of their lives—I ſay, for theſe to lead their fol- 
lowers into ſcenes of diſſipation, which are utter- 
ly repugnant to and ſubverſive of all they pro- 
miſled? Yet ſuch is the conduct of many of that 
order of men, for whom the government compels 
a maintenance from others; and even from thoſe 
who dare not acknowledge them to be the deput- 
ed ſervants and miniſters of Chriſt! 

The luxury and extravagancy which are fo 
generally prevalent in the nation, are a natural 
conſequence of a flouriſhing trade and exorbitant 
wealth; but the evil by which theſe, and moſt, 
if not all, other vices are foſtered, is irreligion; 
whereby thoſe, who are immerſed in deſtructive 
pleaſures, ſeek to ſtifle the convictions of truth, 
and ſcreen themſelves from the unavoidable con- 
ſequences of guilt. 

In this, too many of thoſe, high in ſtation 
and profeſſed leaders of the people, have cauſed 
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them to err from the plain path of piety and vir- 
tue, and drawn them into the bewildering mazes 
of ſcepticiſm. 

But what leſs can be expected from men who, 
depending on ſchool-learning, and under no better 
authority than human appointment, uſurp the 
character of Chriſt's miniſters, and ſhew, by their 
fruits, that ſo as they do but get the fleece, they 
care little what becomes of the flock ! 

I ſometimes am ready to conclude, that this 
irreligion is hardly imputable to any thing more 
zuſtly than to the licentiouſneſs and debauchery 
which have been, and I fear yet are, lamentably ap- 
parent among the ſtudents, at one, if not at both, 
of thoſe two great ſeminaries, which by ſome have 
been ſtyled the eyes of the nation: but which, if 
we may judge of them by the condutt of not a 
few of the ſtudents, might more properly be 
ſtyled the ſeat of the vices. And yet it is from 
hence that the people are taught to expect the 
chief props of their civil and religious liberties; 
officers for places in government; and promul- 
gators of the everlaſting goſpel ! 

Alas! alas! to what a deplorable ſtate muſt re- 
ligion in any country be reduced, when a depend- 
ance for its ſupport is placed upon men who ſcoff 
at its precepts, and trample all its obligations under 


their feet, Surely theſe are but blind leaders of 
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the blind, and if they be followed, both will be in 
danger of falling into a woful ditch! 

But it is no wonder, indeed, that the people 
are ſo much at eaſe in their fins, and that luxury, 
profanity, and the deſtructive waſte of precious 
time, ſo much prevail through the ſeveral claſſes 
of the community, when thoſe, who arc efleemed 
as the heads of the nation and ſhepherds of the 
flock, are bred in paſtures abounding with ſuch 
poiſonous weeds, 

The eyes of many are, however, opened to ſec 
the mercenary motives by which the moſt of thoſe 
who are educated in colleges for the miniſtry are 
actuated: that it is in flat contradiftion to the ex- 
preſs command of Him, whoſe ſervice they pre- 
tend to engage in; and that to be rich and great 
in this world, ſo as that they may provide for the 
fleſh, to fulfil the Juſts thereof, is the higheſt proof 
they are able to give of their calling. I am more 
and more perſuaded, that, ſo far from proving a 
bleſſing to their dependants, in advancing the 
cauſe of righteouſneſs, they have proved as ſtum- 
bling-blocks in the way, and as a veil between 
them and the true object of our truſt, (the Author 
and Giver of every good and perfett gift), ever 
teaching, but never either arriving themſelves, or 
bringing their bearers, to the ſaving knowledge of 
the truth, 


( 28 ) 

No order of men among us appears to have the 
morals of the people ſo particularly committed to 
their charge by the government, as the national 
miniſters; and if, through their own vicious lives, 
they are defeating the purpoſe of their appoint- 
ment, and haſtening the judgments of the Al- 
mighty on their country, how can they expect but 

that much of its blood will lie at their doors! 
But notwithſtanding what is here ſaid of too 
many who receive their education at the colleges, 
and diſgrace it by their licentious lives; I doubt 
not many others, even there, not only lament 
over this general profligacy of manners, but are, 
at times, alſo ſenſible of the inſufficiency of mere 
human learning, to qualify any for the real work 
of the miniſtry, Theſe are convinced, that it is 
not a confeſſion with the mouth and with the lips, 
that we are miſerable ſinners,” however fre- 
quently repeated, which will ever effect our deli- 
verance from ſin: that to uſe the words without 
meaning, is but ſolemn trifling and mockery of 
Gold; and that ſomething more than lip-honour 
is eſſential to the worſhip which He is ſeeking 

for, and condeſcends to accept of. | 
May you then, who apprehend it your duty to 
ſtand forth as the miniſters of Chriſt, and to be 
as mouth for the people to God, take care that a 
lying ſpirit does not miſlead you, and this language 
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revolve in the enlightened minds of your hearers, 
*« Phyſician heal thyſelf!” 

It was the doctrine of the Holy Author of our 
religion, except ye be converted, and become 
as little children, ye ſhall m no wiſe enter the 
kingdom of heaven.” If then we underſtand not 
what the kingdom is, and where it is revealed, in 
vain will all our talk about it, and its myſteries, 
to others, be. And ſurely if that converſion is 
neceſſary to be experienced by every ſon and 
daughter of Adam, it is indiſpenſibly ſo for 
ſuch as are employed in the converſion of others, 
For thoſe who teach muſt firſt themſelves be 


taught; and to be brought into ſuch a humble, 


teachable, dependant ſtate, as is neceſſary to our 
receiving the kingdom as a little child, ſelf. will 
muſt be ſlain, and our own wiſdom and acquire- 
ments become of no account. In this work, book- 
learning and head-knowledge are rather hin- 
drances than helps, although we were able to re- 
peat chapter and verſe, without miſſing a word, 
from Geneſis to the end of the Revelations. To 
ſearch the ſcriptures without a reliance for their 
interpretation on that ſpirit which gave them forth, 
is more likely to make us wiſe in our own con- 
ceit, than to poſſeſs us of the myſtery of godlineſs, 
whereby we may be enabled, like the well-in. 
ſtruQed Scribe, to bring forth from our treaſury 
things new and old, 
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Let me in a particular manner beſeech you, that 
you attempt not to touch the tottering ark with 
unclean hands, and unbidden. Depend upon it, 
thoſe vain compoſitions, prepared in the unſancti- 
hed wiſdom and will of man; tho& manufactured 
prayers, preſcribed faſts, and voluntary humilia- 
tions, with which the people have been from time 
to time amuſed, are diſpleaſing, and as ſo many 
repeated inſults to the Almighty: whoſe prophet 
declared the alone terms of our forgiveneſs and 
acceptance with him to be theſe, ** Let the 
wicked forſake his ways, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts; and let him turn unto the Lord, 
and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon.” (II. Iv. 7.) 
There muſt be a total renunciation of fins in 
prieſts and people; and the faſt that finds accept- 
ance with him muſt be of his own proclaiming. 
+ Behold \ſaid he) ye faſt for ſtrife and debate, 
and to ſmite with the fiſt of wickedneſs: ye ſhall 
not faſt as ye do this day, to make your voice to 
be heard on high. Is it ſuch a faſt that I have 
choſen, for a man to afflict his ſoul ? Is it to bow 
down his head as a bulruſh, and to ſpread ſack. 
cloth and aſhes under him? Wilt thou call this 
a faſt, and an acceptable day to the Lord?—Is not 
this the faſt that I have choſen, to looſe the bands 
of wickedneſs, to undo the heavy burthens, and 
to let the oppreſſed go tree; and that ye break 
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every yoke? & c. Then ſhalt thou call, and the 
Lord ſhall anſwer: thou ſhalt cry, and he ſhall 
fay, Here I am.” &c. (Iſaiah, ch. lviii.) 

There is nothing ſhort of the ſpirit and power 
of God operating in our hearts and minds, by 
which we can experience an overcoming of the 
evil propenſities of our nature, and attain to the 
liberty of his children ; ſo as to become as lights 
in the world, and true way-marks to others in 
their ſearch after the ſame ſoul-enriching benefit. 
And therefore, it is not likely a true reformation 
will ever take place, whilſt the people place their 
dependance on any thing ſhort of that revelation 
of the Divine Nature, on which our bleſſed Lord 
declared he would build his church; and which 
none can ever be witneſſes of, till they ceaſe from 
all ſelf- activity and dependance, and turn to him 
with their whole hearts. It 1s the heart, and not 
our garments, that needs to be rent; and nothing 
ſhort of Almighty Power can effect the work, and 
bring us into ſuch a ſtate of contrition and humi- 
lity, as will commend us to his favour and bleſl. 
ing. 

O how I long for the coming of that day, when 
ſurrounding nations may be conſtrained to take 
up this language concerning the land of my nati- 
vity ! “ Happy is that people whoſe God is the 
Lord.” (Pſalm cxliv, 15.) 
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Among the many other ſorrowful proofs of the 
irreligion of the nation, are the frauds practiſed 
upon the government, and the oaths exatted, on 
almoſt every occaſion, through all its departments, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt; as well as the 
common and profane ſwearing, which fo much 
diſgraces our ſtreets, 

With regard to oaths, every conſiderate perſon 
muſt be convinced they anſwer little other pur- 
poſe, than to multiply perjuries, and augment the 
mighty load of guilt we lie under. For it 1s 
hardly ſuppoſable, that any one who has not vir- 
tue enough to refiſt the temptation of a bribe, 
defraud the revenue, or betray his truſt, will be 
ſcrupulous of breaking an oath, though he has 
even pledged his ſalvation for his keeping it, by 
kiſſing the Book with a“ So help me God!“ So 
ſhameleſs is the departure from moral integrity in 
this reſpe&t, that at moſt of the offices, the oaths 
tendered and taken are not even expetted or in- 
tended to be kept, according to their literal and 
obvious ſignification: ſome parts of them are, in- 
deed, impoſſible to be performed. As to thoſe 
of the cuſtom-houſe, they are ſo little regarded, 
that to ſay a promiſe is no more to be depended 
on than a cuſtom-houſe oath, is quite proverbial; 
though there 1s reaſon to fear, that others in a ge- 
neral way are equally ſlighted. At elections par- 
ticularly, this abominable wickedneſs makes fo 
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every yoke? &c. Then ſhalt thou call, and the 
Lord ſhall anſwer: thou ſhalt cry, and he ſhall 
fay, Here I am.” &c. (Iſaiah, ch. Iviii.) 

There is nothing ſhort of the ſpirit and power 
of God operating in our hearts and minds, by 
which we can experience an overcoming of the 
evil propenſities of our nature, and attain to the 
liberty of his children; ſo as to become as lights 
in the world, and true way-marks to others in 
their ſearch after the ſame ſoul-enriching benefit. 
And therefore, it is not likely a true reformation 
will ever take place, whilſt the people place their 
dependance on any thing ſhort of that revelation 
of the Divine Nature, on which our bleſſed Lord 
declared he would build his church; and which 
none can ever be witneſſes of, till they ceaſe from 
all ſelſ- activity and dependance, and turn to him 
with their whole hearts. It is the heart, and not 
our garments, that needs to be rent; and nothing 
ſhort of Almighty Power can effect the work, and 
bring us into ſuch a ſtate of contrition and humi- 
lity, as will commend us to his favour and bleſl. 
ing. | 
O how I long for the coming of that day, when 
ſurrounding nations may be conſtrained to take 
up this language concerning the land of my nati- 
vity ! * Happy is that people whoſe God is the 
Lord.” (Pſalm cxliv, 15.) 
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Among the many other ſorrow ful proofs of the 
irreligion of the nation, are the frauds practiſed 
upon the government, and the oaths exatted, on 
almoſt every occaſion, through all its departments, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt; as well as the 
common and profane ſwearing, which fo much 
diſgraces our ſtreets. 

With regard to oaths, every conſiderate perſon 
muſt be convinced they anſwer little other pur- 
poſe, than to multiply perjuries, and augment the 
mighty load of guilt we lie under. For it 1s 
hardly ſuppoſable, that any one who has not vir- 
tue enough to refiſt the temptation of a bribe, 
defraud the revenue, or betray his truſt, will be 
ſcrupulous of breaking an oath, though he has 
even pledged his ſalvation for his keeping it, by 
kiſſing the Book with a So help me God!“ So 
ſhameleſs is the departure from moral integrity in 
this reſpe&, that at moſt of the offices, the oaths 
tendered and taken are not even expetted or in- 
tended to be kept, according to their literal and 
obvious ſignification: ſome parts of them are, in- 
deed, impoſhble to be performed. As to thoſe 
of the cuſtom-houſe, they are ſo little regarded, 
that to ſay a promiſe is no more to be depended 
on than a cuſtom-houſe oath, is quite proverbial ; 
though there 1s reaſon to fear, that others in a ge- 
neral way are equally lighted. At elections par- 
ticularly, this abominable wickedneſs makes fo 
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little ſhew of modeſly, that it ſtalks, fearleſs and 
undilguiſed, as in open day, But certainly a 
more daring and ſoul deſtroying crime can hard- 
ly be committed, than for a man to call upon 
the God of truth to witneſs a palpable falſehood. 

W hat wonder then is it, that, if under the con- 
nivance of government, the upper ranks of the 
community thus ſet the example, the lower ranks 
ſhould catch the contagion; and old and young 
of both ſexes be ſo frequently heard in the ſtreets, 


on the moſt trivial occurrences, calling upon the 


Almighty to blaſt their eyes! and damn their ſouls! 
It may well be ſaid, that, becauſe of ſwearing 
the land mourns; and what it I add, many of 
its inhabitants are ſo infatuated, and dead to a 
ſenſe of this horrid iniquity, as even to exult and 
rejoice in it. But does it not behove thoſe in- 
truſted with power, to lay theſe things to heart, 
and conſider in time whether ſome means may 
not be deviſed for ſuppreſſing ſo glaring an evil? 
'O ye magiſtrates, in town and country, with 
whom ſo much of the executive power of the 
government is lodged, reflect, I beſeech you, on 
the charge you have taken upon you! your pro- 
vince it particularly is, to be a terror to evil- 
doers, as well as a praiſe to them that do well. 
Sorrowful, indeed, is the general ſtate of this 


| highly-favoured land, whoſe inhabitants are thus 


% drawing iniquity as with cords of vanity, and 
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ſinning as with a cart rope“ — not lurking, as for- 
merly, in ſecret places, as if afraid of the public 
eye, but boldly and daringly ſtalking abroad, as 
at noon-day, fearleſs of reprehenſion, and as loſt 
to a ſenſe either of guilt or of ſhame. And as if 
the hand of an over-ruling Providence were alſo 
loſt ſight of, how frequently, in the public prints, 
do we meet with the following and ſuch like bra- 
vadoes !—** The fleet is in high ſpirits, and only 
longs for a hearty bruſh with the enemy: we 
doubt not, but the brave Admiral Such-a-one, 
with the glorious fleet under his command, will 
ſoon give a good account of the enemy, Let 
England but take care of her wooden walls, and 
ſhe has nothing to fear: her navy may be depend- 
ed on, and will protect her, &c. &c.“ In all 
which, there is not the leaſt appearance of a de- 
pendance on Heaven; but Nebuchadnezzar-. like, 
it ſeems to be placed entirely on our own prudence 
and ſtrength. 

But let us not be endeavouring to put the evil 
day afar off, and ſaying in our own hearts, * to 
day will be as yeſterday, and the morrow yet more 
abundant;*” for if the language of the Almighty, 
to a people formerly, ſhould be addreſſed to us, 
„ behold I am againſt thee, O inhabitant of the 
valley and rock of the plain, which ſay, who ſhall 


come down againſt us, and who ſhall enter into 


our babitations; I will puniſh you according to 
B 3 


( 30 ) 

the fruit of your doings.” I ſay, if once this 
language is addreſſed to us, we may be aſſured, 
that neyher our wooden walls will protect us, nor 
our pretended faſtings, ſorrow, humiliation, and 
formal confeſſion of our ſins avail us, any more 
than our thankſgiving- days for ſucceſs in the de- 
ſtruction of our fellow. creatures. 

The Lord will not always ſhake the rod in vain. 
If we will not turn at his merciful warnings and 
reproofs, ſo often, and in ſo many different ways 
repeated, what can we reaſonably expect, but that 
he will take the hedge of preſervation from around 
us, and let in his judgments, as a devouring fire, 
on all our ſtrong holds and pleaſant places ! 

O ye rulers and governors of the land! has it 
not been for want of attention, both in your pre- 
deceſſors and you, to that pure principle of truth, 
which, on entering upon the affairs of the nation, 
ve yet retain a confeſſion of “; that the innu- 
merable evils, which have overſpread the land, 
have ſo increaſed among us? Here make, I be- 
ſeech you, one ſolemn pauſe; and ſuffer me to 
remind you of a recent and glaring proof of the 
very corrupt ſtate, and deplorable blindneſs, into 
which the nation 1s ſunk, and which has ocurred 
to yourſelves in a national capacity. I mean the 
failure of thoſe reiterated attempts which have 


„ Witneſs the cuſtomary prayers before proceeding to 
buſineſs in parliament, 
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been made to procure an Abolition of the Slave. 
trade, Did not the legiſlature, after a long exa- 
mination and diſcuſſion of facts, and in defiance of 
every juſt and righteous principle, reſolve to con- 
tinue it? Here then the nation embodied, was 
arraigned as at its on tribunal; tried and convict- 
ed as by its own laws; and in continuing its ſanc- 
tion to the trade, (which, as it was clearly proved 
by the evidence taken before the Houſe of Com- 
mons and Privy Council, cannot be carried on but 
by the perpetration of every crime for which of- 
fenders againſt thoſe laws are puniſhed withdeath), 
has in a manner palled ſentence upon itſelf. 

In what other light can the nation, under ſuch 
a circumſlance, appear to the eye of ſtrict impar- 
tiality, than as a malelattor judged worthy of 
death, and now depending for a reſpite of execu- 
tion, on the mere mercy of the king? O cer- 
tainly, if He, who is King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords, meted out his mercy and forbearance to 
us (on this occaſion only) according to our own 
ſcanty pattern, we mult long ere now have been 
conſigned to utter deſtruction, 

This is, indeed, ſinning againſt knowledge, and 
with a high hand; and O that the heads of the 
nation were but ſufhciently ſenſible of it, and 
could be prevailed upon to attend to thoſe things 
which belong to her peace, before they are hid 
from our eyes! 
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On thoſe who ſtand in the firſt ranks of the 
people, it very much lies to begin this neceſſary 
reformation, by ſetting before them an example of 
juſtice, benevolence, humility, and ſelf-denial; 
taking up a daily croſs to every diſpoſition which 
is known to be offenſive to God; and following 
our holy pattern in the way of his inward mani- 
feſtation and requiring. 

A firm belief in, and ſtrift obſervance of, the 
Divine Principle,“ the grace of God which 
brings ſalvation, and hath appeared to all men,” 
(as the apoſtle teſtified) has not only a regulating 
influence on the minds and affettions of indivi- 
duals, but conſequently on families, ſocieties, and 
nations: for it is not only a principle of juſtice, 
manifeſting the boundaries of right and wrong ; 
but diſinclines thoſe who are obedient toits dictates, 
from tranſgreſſing them to the injury of others; 
and thus leads, in the way of righteouſneſs, to 
univerſal peace: for its only proper language is 
now, the ſame it formerly was at the uſhering in 
of the goſpel diſpenſation ; © Glory to God in 
the higheſt, and on earth peace and good will to 
mea!“ 

On the contrary, it is by a diſregard and rejec- 
tion of this harmonizing principle, that we fall 
under the tyranny of our luſts and paſſtons; and 
in attempting to prove that to be falſe, which we 
tear to allow to be true, ſpread the diſcord we 
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feel in our own boſoms, among others; till it at 
length produces even national calamities, 

O, therefore, that ye may be inſtrumental in 
the hand of Almighty God, by a ſincere attention 
and obedience to the diftates of his wiſdom, to 
turn the hearts of the people to righteouſneſs ; 
and thereby obtain to yourſelves and them, the 
favour aud protection which he delights to impart: 
whereby (as I have ſometimes had in my ſolitary 
moments to believe) the awful judgments, wheres 
with the nation is threatened, would be averted. . 

The preſent juntture may be the criſis when, 
if we wiſely and timely apply our hearts unto 
wiſdom, and are ſeriouſly and ſincerely intent on 
an amendment of our ways, He who delights in 
mercy, and is flow to angei, may yet have compaſ- 
ſion on us, heal our bac kſlidings, and avert the com- 
plicated dangers with which we are threatened. 

It is in the power of every man and woman in 
England, through a dependance on Divine aid, to 
reform one, and to add one to the number of the 
truly virtuous and religious; ,many of whom, I 
verily believe, are often beſeeching the Almigh- 
ty to lengthen out the day of his merciful for- 
bearance, and yet to ſpare this guilty nation, 
from thoſe ſtrokes of righteous diſpleaſure, which 
no human contrivance can elude ; and which, 
when they are inflicted, can ſhake the pillars of 
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the beſt eſtabliſhed empires, and lay their boaſted 
honours and pride in the duſt, 

May this little tribute of unfeigned love, to you 
my dear countrymen and countrywomen, not 
prove, as the hand writing againfl the wall was 
to the king formerly; but, under the Divine 
bleſſing, be a means of exciting in each of our 
hearts, ſuch humiliation, unfeigned ſorrow, and 
repentance, for our manifold fins, as need never to 
be repented of! that the few remaining moments 
of time allotted us, may be ſo improved, as that, 
waiting upon the Almighty from day to day, for 
renewed inſtruftion and ſtrength, we may be ena» 
bled to ſerve him in our ſeveral ſtations ; and he 
may be gracioully pleaſed to bleſs the labour of 
our hands, in the promotion of economy, virtue, 
piety, and charity,,and make them conducive to 
the welfare of our country, and to our own in- 
creaſing fitneſs for a future ſtate of perfect and 
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